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Dear Mr. or Ms. XYZ:
I am contacting you to inquire about the operations finance internship opportunities for the Summer 2010.  Through XXXXX, a family friend who works for Boston’s Intel office, I have learned about the unique opportunities afforded through this internship program.  I will graduate from the University of Montana in May 2010 with a Bachelor’s degree in Finance and Management Information Systems with a minor in Economics. Given these degrees, I would like to be considered for the Finance Summer Intern program.  In the next paragraph, I would like to detail my strong candidacy for the program in more detail.
Many companies remain wary in the current economic climate.  However, it is clear that Intel’s management is taking a pro-active and opportunistic approach for an eventual recovery, as evidenced by the Wind River acquisition, its investment in Japan’s UQ Communications, and a multitude of other strategic investments intended to solidify Intel’s leadership in technology innovation.  As CEO Paul Otellini recently stated at Intel’s 2009 Investor Meeting, “in chaos, there is opportunity.  When other companies are retrenching, Intel is going to focus where the market is going.”  Indeed, as Intel looks to capitalize on this chaos, it will require the best and brightest team players; to that extent, I believe my profile strongly matches Intel’s Finance Summer Intern program.  
Over the course of my undergraduate education, I have taken a wide variety of relevant classes, including Statistics, Calculus, Economics, Information Systems, Finance and Accounting, allowing me to develop strong analytical and qualitative abilities, leadership and communication skills, and an attention to detail. In all these courses, I demonstrated the ability to deliver results quickly and effectively by working in dynamic, cross-functional, team-oriented environments. Furthermore, my Strategic Management class provided me an opportunity to refine my critical thinking and problem solving skills, this in a dynamic, team-oriented setting.  For example, as part of a semester-long experiential learning team, I was responsible for developing and delivering in-depth competitive analyses to the class on a publicly-traded aerospace company, Triumph Group.  The project also afforded me the opportunity to enter into a dialogue with Triumph’s lead banker to discuss the strategic opportunities available to the company.  Lastly, I presented a full-fledged strategic recommendation on the company based on Five Forces, Value Chain, and Core Competence frameworks, which was subsequently sent to the lead banker.  
Given the opportunity, I am confident that I can utilize my education, my professional experiences, and my sound work ethic to become a valuable contributor to Intel.  I look forward to discussing my interest in joining the Finance Summer Intern program in more detail at your earliest convenience.  I will contact you next week to ensure receipt of my materials and to discuss this opportunity in further detail.  Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

XXXX
